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Dear Legislative Assembly, 
 
Transfolk Of Wa Inc Submission:  Inquiry Into The Esther Foundation And Unregulated Private 
Health Facilities 
 
We are writing to express our concern over the Esther Foundation and unregulated private health 
facilities. Specifically, we are writing about the effects that practices like the Esther Foundation have had 
in our community. 
 
Transfolk of WA Incorporated is a LGBTQIA+ organisation that informs, empowers and advocates for 
trans and gender diverse people in Western Australia. Our submission focuses on the experiences our 
community has had at the hands of facilities like Esther House. 
 
Trans and gender diverse people are at greater risk of assault, isolation, bullying, harassment, 
discrimination and poorer health outcomes. Many of these outcomes occur within the healthcare sector. 
A recent study from LaTrobe University suggests that over 55% of trans or gender diverse individuals 
avoid accessing health care because they are afraid of mistreatment within the system.1 The same study 
detailed that 20% of trans people have been turned away from healthcare providers, and 14% of trans 
people have experienced verbal harassment, with 6% experiencing unwanted physical contact from their 
healthcare providers. 
 
These statistics are borne out in extremis in the case of Esther House. 
 
In consulting with our community members, there are those who have lasting trauma from their time at 
Esther House. They were entrusted to the care of Esther House, the facility had a duty of care toward 
these individuals, and it was horribly breached. And this was done with the tacit approval of government 
bodies, who funded the facility, and failed to audit or regulate their activities. We have attached for your 
review the testimony of one of our community members who was unfortunate enough to be compelled 
to attend Esther House. His testimony is harrowing and alarmingly extensive. And he is one of many 
LGBTQIA+ individuals who have come to suffer within those walls. 
 
Nonetheless, we do not confine these incidents to Esther House. This facility could abuse its residents 
because no action has been taken in Western Australia to eliminate practices like conversion therapy  . 
Individuals continue to be subjected to violence and abuse when they  even mention gender or sexuality 
in unregulated facilities. This violence goes unreported and unchallenged, because there is no functional 
mechanism for reporting, and therefore no consequence for these actions. The Esther Institute is a 
symptom of the broader problem. The LGBTQIA+ community deserves the same treatment as those who 

 
1 Kerr, Lucille; Fisher, Christopher; Jones, Tiffany (2019): TRANScending discrimination in health & 
cancer care: A study of trans & gender diverse Australians. La Trobe. Book. 
https://doi.org/10.26181/5d3e1cc21a99c 



are not part of the community. If institutions like Esther House are left unchecked, our community will 
continue to suffer 

People have a right to be receive care using evidence-based practices. People have a right to be treated 
with dignity and respect by their healthcare providers. The Esther Foundation cannot fulfil these 
requirements, and there are other facilities that deserve greater scrutiny 

Our recommendations are: 
• Implement comprehensive conversion practices legislation in line with the SOGICE Survivor 

Statement, with pa1t icular focus on the civil response scheme. 

• Ensure conversion practices and ideology is in scope of the implementation of the National 
Principles for Child Safe Organisations in WA, including education and upskilling for 
community organisations to promote LGBTIQA+ inclusive practice 

• That institutions providing healthcare and allied health services be required to demonstrate an 
evidence base for their services, or a fair reason as to why their services do not adhere to the 
evidence base, especially where negative mental health outcomes are a serious risk, 

• That a body be established to receive specific whistleblowing complaints regarding institute and 
organisations that are providing treatments in which abuses of power and exploitations may 
occur. 

• Fund psychological support for survivors ofEstlter House as well as conversion practice 
survivors generally 

As mentioned, we attach for review tlte testimony of a survivor to contextualise these recommendations. 

We look forward to a swift response to address tlte practices that occur in unregulated facilities. We 
expect that conversion therapy in Westem Australia will soon be a thing of the past. No person deserves 
harmful 'treatment' for voicing tlteir identity concems. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hunter Gurevich 
Chairperson 
Transfolk of WA Inc 




